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In a disused 1930s harbour storage and distribution facility in
Rotterdam Doepel Strijkers created the Haka Recycle Office
for institutions in the field of climate, water and energy inno-
vation. Bearing in mind the global resource and energy crisis
they were asked to develop a concepl lor the ground floor to
show how recycling can be translated into intenior design.
The architects wanted to go even further than reducing the
CO2 footprint through the re-use of materials, they intro-
duced a social component by using ex-convicts for construe-
tion and furniture making in a re-integration project.

The entrance has large recycled glass windows with orange
vertical lamps clearly visible trom the road. From here the
building has many functions, otfice spaces, auditorium and
temporary exhibition spaces, meeting and hospitality areas
with a café. Both waste materials salvaged from demolition
sites and waste products from production processes were
used, however distance of the transportation of the materi-
als was limited. Objects like old doors, salvaged timber and
window and greenhouse frames were used. The ex-convicts
constructed unusual acoustic partition walls from 8,000kg
of old clothing displayed beautifully by layering in colours.
The products available dictated the design to some extent
and also thought was given to ease of dismantling for any
future re-use. Another factor was the designs had to be
simple considering the workers were not skilled professional
craftsmen.

The Haka Recycle Office has had an impacl environmen-
tally, socially and economically, when compared to a more
traditional project made of new materials and professional
builders the cost was 4.5 times lower. Haka shows how we
can create an interior from waste.




